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PREFACE

HE two centuries covered by the following sketches are in

many respects ihe most tragic but withal the most glorious
in the ecclesiastical hiistory of our diocese and of all Ireland.
During the greater part of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, hier
and her ministers’ policy towards the Catholic Church in
Treland, and cspecially towards bishops and priests, was
anided more by cunning schemes for ** conversion ™ through
bribery, titles. positions of state. ete., than by the
plans of her suceessors from James 1 to George 11T (except
for the brief reign of James TD. Theirs was a policy of confis-
cation. wassiacre, proseripiion. spoilation, exile and degrada-
tion. Waterford citv and the Diocese of Waterford and Lis-
more came it for a large share of the results of these mea-
sures towards the Catholics of Ireland Tle city of Waterford
was known far and near, especially during the 17th century,
for the unflinehing devotion of its Catholic citizens to their
faith, and they received very special attention at the hands
af all those whose fervent desire it was to stamp out the
(Catholic religion and clear Ireland completely of every
Papist, young and old, lay and clerical In the Confederate
War of 1641 and the nine years following our city was looked
to from all over Trcland by Catholiecs—whose hopes of
deliverance from oppression and persecution, so high at the
beginning. werc waning fast—as the bright spot in the
darkness which they fell was slowly falling upon them owing
to the bickerings of the Supreme Council of the Confedera-
tion, the differences on questions of policy between the
Nuncio and some of the bishops. and the intriguing and
temporizing of the * moderates ' with Ormonde, Inchiquin
and others. In Rome and all over Europe {le great learning,
piciv, and statesmanship of the Waddings, the Whites, the

7



Lombards, the Comerfords and other renowned sons of Water-
ford had made our city known as Zarea Roma—Little Rome
Rinuecini, the Papal Nuncio to the Confederation, has
recorded that of all the cities he visited during his stay in
Ireland Waterford was the one that impressed him most
favourably and came nearest to his ideal as a Catholic city
The fame of his friend, Father ILuke Wadding, in Rome
would along have been quite eufficient to make {he Nuncio
think very highly of Tuke's native city The accounts of
Waterford as a Catholic city the Nuncio had heard from
Father Luke Wadding before he Ieft Rome woere more than
justified by his reception when he visited the eity in
Febrnary, 1646, and later on by the grand reception given
him by the Bishop. Dr. Comerford, and the ¢lergv. and all
the leading citizens at the ancient Cathedral of Holy Trinity
which had been restored to the Catholics after having been
tor nearly a century in the hands of the Protestants. Right
through¥ the succeeding two centuries Waterford got morve
than its share of the proseription ang spoilation from which
alt Ireland suffered. In the sketches of Dr. Comerford
(1629-1652) and Dr. Brennan (1671-1693) that follow we get
some idea of what bishops, priests, and people suffered
from the coming of Cromuell to the Penal Laws that followed
the violation of the Treaty of Luuerick, and in the shon
accounts of their successors we see how the Penal Iinact-
ments, from William to George IIT, pressed upon those
who came after Dr. Comerford and Dr. Brenan as Bishops
of the Diocese.

It was a feeling that the heroic sufferings. devotion, and
sacrifices of these truly great men should be known to all
of us who to-day enjoy the religious and civil freedom which
we owe to the sacrifices and heroism of those who went before
uz, that impelled the writer to compile for publication these
short sketches of the Catholic Bishops of Waterford and Lis-
more for the two centuries 1629-1829. He cannot help feeling
that suel o work is no small impertinence on his part in a
diocese that has two such able and scholarly ecclesiastical
historians as the Rev. Patrick Powcr, M.R.L.A., Professor
of Archeeology, University College, Cork, and Rev. W. P.
Burke, C.C., Cahir. The splendid work of these two learned

8



and painstaking writers, as well as such works as Mr
Edmund Downey's excellent and reliable Story  of
Waterford,” are beyond the reacl. of the real * man in the
street,” on the road, and in the cabin or small farm-house,
who cannot afford to invest more than 6d. or 1s. in a book,
and for whose inforniation and enlightenment the following
pages are mainly intended.

U doubt very much if the work of such nmien as Father
Power. Father Burke, Mr. Edmund Downey, Mr. M.
Fitzpatrick (anthor of ** Waterford During the Civil War .,
Mr. M Butler. (author of **The Barony of Gaultier.”
" Memoirs of Picrse Baron.” ete), Dr. Grattan Flood,
author of numerous interesting and scholarly articles on
lecal ecclesiastical history in the Waterford Archaeological
Journal and clsewhcere, have been even slightly appreciated
by the people of the city and the diocese. Father Power, in
the course of a very busy life. has given us < Place-Names
of Decies,” a monumental work that gives every field, road,
townland, and parish in the Decies a new interest for those
who 7read it; “A Parochial History of Waterford and
Liemore,”” which supplied a truly long-felt want in our
diocezse. A very valuable and little-known part of Father
Power’s writings in local ecclesiastical history in his
magnificent work as BEditor of, and contributor to, the
v Journal of the Waterford and South-Fast of Trelana
Archzeological Society,”” especially the series, “ The Ancient.
Round Churches oi County Waterford,” that appeared in
the journal during the first six years of its existence. These
articles wmight be truly deseribed as an Ecclesiastical History
of the Diocese from tle earliest times to the Reformation.
Then we have the © Lives of SS. Declan and Mochuda.”
edited by himi for the Irish Texts Society, a most valuable
addition to TIrish hagiology and to {he early history of
Christianity in the Decies of whiclh Mochuda, afterwards
christened Carthac, was the first Bishop and Declan the
first Christian saint  Father Burke, C.C., Cahir, began his
work in the domain of lncal ecclesiastical history meore than
twenty years ago in the pages of the “Journal of the
Waterford and South-East of Ireland Archeeological Society.”
Since then, in the midst of the pressing duties of a busy
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C.C. in Waterford, and later on at Cahir, he compiled his
monumental “ History of Clonmel ” (published 1907), and
“ Irish Priests in the Penal Times ” (published 19147, The
“ History of Clonmel,” apart from its great value and
interest as a local history, is a very valuable addition tn
the ecclesiastical history of the Tipperary portion of the
Diocese. The accounts of the splendid resistance of the
("atholics of Clonmel to the assaults of Cromwell's army.
and all the new and interrsting lieht thrown on the case of
Father Nicholas Sheehy who was hanged in Clonmel in
1766, give the work a very special value. In “ Irish Priests
in Penal Times’ we have a striking testimony, if such
were needed. to Father Burke’s ability and industry as a
worker in the field of Irish ecclesiastical history. In this
work he lias given us over 400 pages of copirs made by himn
of State papers in the Carte Manuscripts in the Bodleian
Libravy, Oxford; the State Paper Departinent of the Irish
Record Office, the British Musewmn, and other places, vividly
illustrating the conditions under which the bishops and
priests of Ireland had to live during the Pcnal times from
Charles IT to George ITI. May we hope that Father Burke
and Father Power will ere long do for our Diocese what
Rev. Dr. Carrican has done for a ncighbouring diocese in
his splendid * History and Antiquities of the Diocese of
Ossory 7 (4 vols). NMr. Edmund Downey, m his own
valuable ** Story of Waterford,” and in the encouragement
ho has given every writer on Waterford topies, has done
more than one man’s share in helping towards the creation
of a library of local ecclesiastical and secular history. Dr.
Grattan Flood of Enniscorthy, in the pages of the
“ Waterford Archaeological Journal.” ~* The Ivish Ecclesias-
tical Record,” and elsewhere, has given us numerous
valuable ang interesting contributions

The writer is painfully aware of the scant encouragement
the efforts of compilers of local histortes. ecclesiastical or
other, receive at the hands of the zeneral public—even at
the hands of those to whom one would naturally look for
support and appreeiation, viz., the well-to-do nmierehants and
farmers, the professional classes, and clerks in fairly well
paid positions Many of all elasses uamed above would
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think half-a-crown or five shillings far too mueh to pay
for any of the valuable works named above, but they would
have no hesitation about spending as many pounds at «
horse-racing or coursing mecting, or some other form of sporr
or gambling Let us lope that a better time is coming,
ang that the manifestations of the new soul that
has come into Ireland which we sce all around us
at present, will, in the near future, result in blessing our
country with a sober, cultured, studious, and truly patriotic
people who, in their leisure hours, will study with interest
and pleasurc her history, language, and literature, and
derive inspiration to work for the social, intellectual, and
material uplifting of their native land. from the lessons of
the lives and heroie sacrifices for Taith, Couscience, and
Fatherland of the men and women who went before thein.

JOHN O'FLYNN.

Carrick-on-Suir,
October 1917,
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DR, PATRICK COMERFORD
(1629-1652.)

. Patrick Comeriord, who was Catholic Bishop of
Waterford and Lismore from 1629 to 1632, and s
successol, Dr John Breman, were in many respects

the  two most notable prelates that ever ruled the
ancient Diocese of S8. Otteran and Carthage. Dr. Comerford
was born in Waterford about 1586, and was son of Robert
Comerford ang Anastasia White. The great Luke Wadding,
a life-long triend of Dr. Comerford, was born in the same city
two years afterwards (158%). Dr Comeriord’s mother was a
faithful friend to the persecuted priests of those dark days.
and her son, Patrick, the subject of our sketeh, received
his ecarly instruction in religion and the rudiments of
cdueation from Father Dermot O°Callaghan, one of the
pricsts sheltered by his mother. He went to the famous
school kept at Kilkenny by Peter White, and had there as
his tellow-pupils Luke Wadding, Peter Lombard, Richard
Stanihurst and others, who, 1n later vears, became men
of Kuropean fame as scholars and churchmen. From
Kilkenny he went to a famous college at Lisbon, established
for the education of Irish priests by the Cardinal Arch-
bishop of Bordeaux. He enteredq the Novitiate of the
Auvstin Hemuits at Lisbon, and was ordained priest in 1610,°
and in the following vear took up the Chair of Theology
at the college of the Austin Hermits at Brussels. He went
to Rome a few years later to attend a general Chapter of
his Order. and was appointed by Pope Paul V to the post
of Prior of the monastery of the Canons Regular of St
Augustine at Kells, County Kilkenny, founded by Geofirey

® Dr. Comerford’s name in relizion was Palrick de Angelis.  When he hu e
a I)lShOD he was oblized like other Irish Bishops to assume an alias and to date his
Tetters " ex loco refucii nostri” (from our place of LOHCC\lIﬂLl]t) His alias in his
"'JTI'LaDOndulL(, with Rome and with Eeclesiastics in Ireland was  generdly
William Browne ™ and sometimes Williim Poore.  See for numerous intercstin
i ferences ta Bishop Comerford and some of his correspondence over the two alic
" Report on Franciscan MSS, at the Convent, \Iewh’mt\ Ouay. Dublin.
Pull title o7 bockds from © Report to Dablin,”
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FitzRobert in 1193, The monastery at Kells, like all the
Irish monasteries of the period. had been stripped of its
temporalities, but continued to occupy an important
pesition in the Catholic life of Ossory and Ormonde The
once stately monastery, with ils splendid chureh. was then
little better than a mere ruin: but the Augustinians con-
tinued to live in the vieinity, although they had neither
lands nor revenues, and werc always facing banishment or
death - Father Conteriord used to cowwe to Waterford from
Kella or Callan oceazionally, and i one of his visits hoe
learned that a brother of his had been captured by an
Alzerine eruiser and carried off to Magador to be sold as
a slave. TFather Comerford set out at once for Spain to
enlist the aid of the Trinitarian monks for the redemption
of lix brother out of the hands of the barbarian raiders.
He found his brother at Gibraltar, but he died =oon after
IFather Comerford’s wrvival. Father Comerford then pro-
cecded to Rome to attend 1o some matters relating to the
Irish Augustinians, and there he learned that Pope Urban
VIII mtended to appoint him Bishop of Waterford and
Lismore, which diocese had been for many years without
a bishop. The Sce of Walerford and Lismore was at that
time (1623) poor and persecuted, and its future bishop knew
too well the hardships, persccutions, and Imminent risk
of life that awaited him in his new diguity of chief pastor
of his native diocese which had been withour a bishop
since the death in 1578 of Dr. Patrick Walsh. Dr. Comerford
was consecerated Bishop of Waterford and Listorve at St
Sylvester’s, Rowe, in March, 1629. Amongst those present
at his consecration was his fellow-citizen, Father Tuke
Wadding, who was then Guardian of the Franciscan Church
of 8t TIsidore. Rome, and had gained world-wide rencwn
as a writer and scholar. Dr. Comerford arrived in Water-
ford about two months affer his consecration, and sel at
once about the discharge of his episcopal duiics. He waus
clozely watched by the bigoted Lords Justices, Sir Adam
Loftus. and Boyle, Earl of Cork. and by the Protestant
Bishops of Waterford, Bovle and Atherton,* who laras<ed

ant Bishop ot Waterford from 1619 (., LA3S, i
James Wares [y ish Bivlopsy 1705 edition.

2 Michael Boyle was Protes
Johin Atherton from 1636 to 1641 (Sir
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and persecuted the Catholic people and the priests of the
diocese.  In spite of the unwearieq vigilance of his
persecutors, who denounced him as “ a hinderer of truth.”
Dr. Cowertord continued to hold synods, ordained priests,
and confirmed great crowds of young people by day and
night, in private houses and in the shelter of the woods.
lin 1641 Dr. Comerford assisted in framing the Oath of
Association ang establishing the Contederation of Kilkenny-,
He was one of the first of the Trish Bishops to declare
that the war which the Catholics were about to wage was
just and necessary. and he became a member of the
Supreme Council of the Confederation In 1642, following
the success of the Confederate Movement, the temporalities
or Watcrford Ree, including the Cathedral Church of the
Holy Trinity, were restored to him, and he devoted himself
with great energy. assisted by the Catholics of the city, in
restoring the ancient splendour of the despoiled Cathedral
Church and the other churches of Waterford. He bestowed
the church of St Catherine and the oratory of the Blessed
Virgin on the Augustinians, of which Order he was such a
devoted and distinguishied niember. When Rinuecini, the
Papal Nuucio, visited Waterford to protest against the peace
advocated by the Ormondists, he was received with great
enthusiasi by the people or that city, headed by thie Bishop,
who, like hiw, were warm supporters of the Nuncio snd
opponents ol the proposed “‘patehed-up’ peace. Dr. Comer-
ford remained tine to Rinucinni, the Papal Nuncio, to the
end, an( the latter lived with him in Waterford for several
months.  Accompanied by Dr. Comerford, the Nuncio used
to set out from Waterford for Duncannon fort for which
h: had purchazed large quantities of arms and gunpowder
and in which much of his hope for the success of the cause
of the Catholies in these parts centred. When the Nuncio
pronounced the sentence of excommunication against the
fromers and abettors of the unsatisfactory peace with
Inchiquin, Dr. Comerford adopted his views and enforced
the sentence in Waterford The revolted Supreme Council
were very angry with Dr. Comerford for having enforced
the Nuncio's sentence of excommunication in Waterford,
and wrole {o him sefting forth their disapproval of his
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conduct m strong language, and threateued to deprive him
of his temporalities. Dr. Comerford replied: “If T were
to be stripped, justly or unjustly, of all the world could
give for my submission to the decrees of Holy Churel,
I will, nevertheless, persevere in obedience, nor will I
cense to pray cod that vou may well and faithfully guide
the Conneils of the Confederation of this Kingdom.” After
this, Dr Cowerford was sorely harossed by Inchiquin and
his followers, ang lie had to take shelter in the fort of
Dunecannon. Later on. while the city was besieged by
Cromwell, the Bishop hud to remain at Duncanmon, frow
whence he [requently sent messages ol encouragement and
consolation to his devoled and porsceuted people. When
the city had to yvield to the unmerciful and ferocipus Ireton,
Dr  Comerford, knowing what fate awaited him if he
attempted to retwrn to Waterford, or if he should be
captured at Duncannon, embarked for 8t. Malo, where he
arrived in August, 1600, Two yvears later he went to Nantes,
where he died in 1652, aged 66 years. His reimnains were
interred in the grand Cathedral of Nantes with all the
homage and houour due to such a great churelunan, Ten
vears afterwards the remains of his friend and colleague,
Dr. Robert Bavry, Bishop of Cork, who like Drv. Comerford
had to fly from Ireland, were laid to rest in the same
scpulchre. Father Power, inoa lengthy and most interesting
sketeh of Dre. Comeriord i the * Catholie Record of Water-
fordd and Lismore,” April au May, 1915, =tates that when
the grave was opeued for the interment of Dro Barry the
body of Dr. Comerford was lound guite intact and uncorrupt
Father Power adds. © His grave, lowever, cannot be dis-
covered wherein, far from the land he loved and served <o
well, he waits the resurrcction. On that day when the
crooked ways will be made straight, and all who bore s
he did persecutions and misrepresentation for justice sake
will be vindicated, his place will be with Declan and
Carthage and Cohman—among the hosts of saints of Decies.”
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DR. JOHN BRENAN

(Bishop of Waterford & Lismore, 1671-1677.
Archbishop of Cashel, 1677-1693.)

HE See of Wateriford and Lismore was without a Catholic
Bishop froni the death in 1652 at Nantes of Dr. Comer-

ford until the appointment of Dx. John Brenan in 1671.
During these 19 years the vacant See was administered by the
Rev. Robert Power, Dean and Vicar-General, a kinsman of
the Powers Barous of Curraghmore. The delay in appointing
a suceessor to Dr. Comerford will be easily understood by the
student of thie Cromwellian and the Restoration periods of
[rizh history. He will know of the appalling state of misery
and poverty to which the Catholics of this and every other
Irish diocese haq been reduced during the Cromwellian wars
and the following yvears. Indeed it might be said that
Cromwell left no Catholic Hock in this or any other diocese
through which he passed for bishop or priest to administer
to. Those who were not slaughtered or sent as slaves to the
Barbadoes were banished to the bogs and mountains of
Connacht. An order was issued in 1651 directing all the
Irish and Catholic inhabitants of Waterford to quit the
town within three months, and so complete was the clear-
ance that some years later Waterford was declared to have
““no natural Irish in it.”” A census of Waterford taken in
1853 showed there were only 950 people inside the walls
of Waterford. Of these 538 were foreign adventurers—mostly
English—the rest being menials—and therefore could not
be dispensed with, had been permitted to remain in the
conquered, plundered and despoiled city. (For an excellent
account of the Cromwellian period in Waterford and the
condition of the city during and subsequent to the sicge
and surrender, see Mr. E. Downey’s ““ Story of Waterford.”)
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The appalling condition of Waterford city after the sconrge
ot Cromwell and Ireton was typical of the entire diocese
and of almost all Treland-

“Stern gloom and desolation were o’er the mouniain

and the vale.
And the wild hare brought jorth her young on the
hearthstone of {he Gael.”

Large sunis of money weve offered for {he apprehension of
a Catholie priest. and such o rave cateh as 4 Catholie bishop
i Waterford or clsewhere would feteh a small fortune or
perhaps a big slice of one of the confiscated estates for the
twformer who would deliver hini info the hands of the pious
Puritans.  The Restoration in 1660 and the accession of the
profligate Charles IT brought little or no relief to the
Catholies of Ircland. Tt merely abolished Cromwell’s
Puritanismi and Presbyterianizsm and restored the wealth
and pomp of the Episcopul Protestant Church in England
and Ircland  Hence it will be casily understood why from
the flieht into France in 1650 of Dr. Comerford until 1671,
o attempt was made to appoint a Catholie bishop for
Waterford  During 1hese twenty-one years the affairs of
the diocese were looked afior by Vicars-General in so far as
they could dare to attend to anything relating to the
Catholic Faith ang Catholic worship. The celebration of
Mass, the instruction of the faithful, administration of the
Niecraments, etc., had to be carried out with the strictest
secrecy in the woods and in friendly houses, and attended
by every couceivable hardship and danger At length.
when it was felt that there wag 2 slackening of the reins
of proscription and persecution. it was decided to attempt
fu provide Catholic bishops for some of the long-orphane:
dioceses. The Holy Sce, in responsc to a petition from a
National Synod of ithe Irigh bishops held in Dublin on June
18th, 1670, decided to appoint Dr. John Brenan to the long-
vacant See of Waterford and Lismore., His appointment as
bishop of our diocese was decreed by Propaganda on May
12th, 1671, and he was consecrated in Rome the same year.

Dr. John Brenan was born in Kilkenny city in 1625.
He belonged to the old Ossory clan of the O’Brenans of
Ui Duach. He and Olive Plunkett  the martyred Arch-
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bishop of Armagh. accompanied Yather Scarampo from
Treland 1o Rome in 1645, Father Scarampo came to Ireland
irom Rome on a miszion to the Catholic Confederates about
whom we had w good deal to say in our notice of Da.
Comerfaord  John Brenan was about cighteen years old and
Oliver Plunkett sixteen vears when they left Ireland for
Ronme with Father Scarampo. Later on, as we shall see, when
D Brenan had to v to save his life, from Waterford
dioeese, he found shelier at the home of his old iriend,
Oliver Plunkett, who had become Archbishop of Armagh.
I4 1657 Dr. Brenan was appointed Professor of Philosophy in
the Propaganda College. and in 1666 he was advanced to
the Chair of Theology in the same renowned College. He
also held the position of agent of the Irish clergy in Rome,
iy which he was appointed in 1669, on the promotion of his
fricid, Oliver Plunkett, {o the Archepiscopal See of Armagh.
Dv. Brenan set out for the Diocese of Waterford soon after
hix consecration towards the end of 1671, and arrived in
Waterford cite carly iu 1672 He set immediately about
vigsiting the parvishes of the Diocese, ordaining priests,
providing for parishes {hat had long been vacant, and in
the woods and iu {riendly houses he administered Confiima-
tion and preached to his persccuted and despoiled flock
His exertions soon atfracted the attention of the encmies
of hi~ race and creed in Waterford and elsewhere, and he
Becanie o marked man.  In 1673 there was a violent out-
burzt of persecution acainst the Catholies. The onthurst was
<prcially divected against the priests and bishops. At that
time theic were thirty pricsts labouring under Dre. Brenan,
and Rev. Robert Power, the kinsman of the Earl of Tyronc,
mentionel above, was the Catholic Dean of the Diceese. D
Dirnan, finding himself nusafe tn any part of our Diocese,
where he was hanted down at cvery turn by spies, Hed to
Armagh and was sheltered by his old friend, Archbishop
OJiver Plunkett. Ere long the storm of persecution spread to
Armagh. and Dr Plunkett and Dr. Brenan had to go into
hiding.  The terrible plight of the two prelates dquring the
time they were ““on the run 7 is vividly set forth in Dr.
Plunkett’s letiers to Propaganda quoted in the Rev. Dr.
Carrigan’s History and Antigquities of the Diocese of Ossory.
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Dr Plunkett wrote:—" I am 1 concealment, and Du.
Breuan, Bishop of Waterford, is with e, . \ seeret
order was given to all magistrates and sheriffs that the
detectives were to seek out both in the cities throuzhout
the country, the other bishops and the regulars.  When we
heard this on Sunday, 18th inst., after vespers, we (ecimea
it necessary to take to our heels. The snow fell hicavily
mixed with hailstones which were very hard and large; a
cutting north wind blew i our faces, and the snow and
hail beat =o dreadiully 1w onr eves that to the present we
are scurcely able to see with them. Often we were in danger
in the valley of being lost and suffocated in the suow.”

In 1674, on the death of Dr. Burgat. Archbishop of Cashel.
the Nacred Congregation decided to translate Dr. Brenan
t) the Arvchepizcopal See of Munster. Dr. Plunkett wrote
to Rome strongly urging that owing to the poverty of Cashcel
Diocese Dr Brenan should be allowed to retain Waterford
Diocese also v coonmeendane Dr. Phinkett wrote:—" Had 1
not wyvscelf withessed the poverty of the Catholies, both ceele-
slastios waid laity, in the @istricts of Cashel, T coutd with diffi-
culty have believed it Lo the city of Cashel there 1s not «
single Catholic that conld give lodging for one night; there 1s
hut one parish priest in the whole eity; in e surrounding
districts the soldiers and ofticers of Cromwell hold all the
lunds, having expelled the Catholic tenants . . The
Episcopal reveunue is no more than €20 per annun; the late
Arvehbishop had af his dqeath only €5, whilst his debts
eaceeded £50.7° The Holy See allowed Dr. Brenan to retain
the administration  and  the  revenues  of Waterford
Diovese

In 1678, the year arter Dr. Breuan became Archbishop
of (ashel, the ' Popish Plot’ purported to have been
discovered in England by the disreputable Titus Oates and
the wretehes, Carstaivs and Bedloe. was wmade the excuse
for a fierce onslaught on the Catholics of Ireland, the bishops
and the regular clergy being singled out for special atten-
{ion. The Council of Ireland mef on 14th October, 1678,
and issuced a proclamation commanding *° all titular popish
bishops und dignitaries, and all others excrcising ecclesias-
tical jurisdiction by authority from the See of Rome, all
Jesuits and other regular pricsts.” to depart from the King-
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domt before 20ty November following. A reward of £10 was
offered for the capture of a bishop and £5 for that of a
priest after November 20th. Orders were also issued that
all ““ popish societies, seminarieg, and convents and schools
should be forthwith issolved and utterly suppressed,” and
all masshouses and meetings for popish services’’ were
te be suppressed. Waterford and Clonmel were mentioned
aipong the towns in which “ too many precautions could
not be taken ” to rigorously enforce the enactments of the
Council  Dr Brenan, like his friend, Dr. Plunkett of
Armagh, did not obey the order 1o leave the Kingdom. His
movenients in the Diocese of Cashel and Waterford were
closely  watched and reported upon by the wretched
informers, MceNamara, Fitzgerald. and Nasl; but, although
his activity was felt everywhere throughout the diocese, his
place of hiding was pever discovered by the informers or
their masters.  The learmed author of the ¢ Parochial
History of Waterford and Lismore ”” says he probably found
shelter at Curraghwore and Kilecash and in the wood of
Rehill imdor the shadow of the Knockmealdown niountains.

L 1685, on the accession of Jwmnes II1., {he Catholies of
freland believed that the long dark night of proseription
an persecution was about to end. During that and the
fullowing three years Dr Brenan, like other Irish bishops.
came more into the open, and in October, 1685, he convened
a Provineial Synod ai Thurles In the sketeh of Dr.
Brenan in that very valuable book ‘¢ Collections of Irish
Church History,” by the Rev. Dr. Renehan, there are given
amongst a good deal of very interesting matter relating to
Dr. Brenan. the deerees of that Synod, in which he sought
te restore to the people of the dioceses over which he ruled
some of their long-denied rights—to hear Mass, receive
lnstructions and the Sacraments with some degree of safety
and comrort, ete. King Jawmes IT. granted to Dr. Brenan, out
of the Irish revenues and out of the Church properties
tjustly seized by a succession nf Protestant Archbishops of
Cashel, from Myler McGrath onwards, a pension of £200 a
vear. This he probably drew until 1690. He was one of
the Commissioners appointed to fix the terms which should
be demanded in connection with the historie Treaty, and
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o September 21st, 1691, and 23th September the same year,
he acted 1n the preparation of the negotiations for the
sun"endur, in conjunction with the Primate. Archbishop
Maguire, and Lords Galway, Westmeath, Dillon, Sarsfield,
Siv Theobald Butler and otheora.

Following upon the violation of the Treaty of Limerick
the night of persecution again scttled dowu upon the
Catholic Church in Treland  Dr Brenan remained faithiul
to his flock and te his duties as their <hepherd when alinost
all the other bishops were dviven info exile. Where Lo
resided was kept sceret, and all was known aboul him by
his exiled colleagues or by the authorities at Rome was that
“he was supposed to be still m lveland Iy September,
1692, he conferred the priesthood on Rev. Williamn Hurrin
at - Rehill whither he often went for the  purpose o1
adiainistering Confirmation, meeting his priests, and con-
ferring Holy Ovders  He dicd in the vicinity of Rehill in
the varly part of the yvear 1893, and wa< huried, at his own
request, i the tomb of Dr. Geoffrey Keating at Tubrid near
Cohir close to his favonrite reteeut at Rehill, where Geoftrey
Neating fifty years before found shelter from 1hie perseentors
of his race and creed, and where he wrote a great part of
i - Foras IFeasa ar Eirinn 7 and other works.
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DR, PIERSE, DR. LLOYD, DR. CREAGH,
DR. WM, EGAN.

N Dr. Brenan's death, Rev. Paul Bellew was elected
Vicar-Capitular of the diocese, and continued to act m
that capacity until the appointment of the Rev. Dr.

Richard Picrse as Bishop of Waterford and Lismore in 1636.
Dr. Pierse was a native of Ardlert, Co. Kerry, and the namc
iz still common in the district and in other parts of Kerry.
Dr. Pierse, we learn from that very useful work, “ Parochial
History oi Waterford and Lismore,” and from “ Two Last
Century Bishops of Waterford " (Dr. Richard Pierse and
Dr. Sylvester Lloyd), contributed to the Waterforda
Archeological Journal in 1897 by Dr W. H. Grattan
Flood and Rev. Dr. Carrigan, had been an army
chaplain in the service of King James II., who nominated
him for the Sce of Waterford and Lismore as early as 1694.
Dr. Picrse followed his roval master into exile, and
remained  attached to the Court from 1690 to 1696.
He was a graduate of the Sorbonne, Paris, and was only -
thirty-five yvears old when he was appointed Bishop of our
dicecese, Soon after lis consecration, owing to the relentless
bigotry with which the Catholie bishops were pursued in
those days, Dr. Pierse had to fly to France. His associa-
tions with the army of King James laid him open to grave
suspicion on the part of the Protestant Ascendancy. We
et glimpses of him in France up to 1715. Scarcely more
than three or four bishops remained in Ireland after the
Statute of 1697 ordering all the bishiops to leave the King-
dom. Dr. Pierse held ordinations in Waterford in 1697,
and in Thurles in 1700, but there are no records of episcopal
werk to show that he was in Ireland after the latter date.
Three notorions priest-hunters, named Tyrell, Dawson, and
McGrath, gave information that Dr. Pierse was in hiding
in Kilcash ncar Slicvenamon in 1713 Many a hunted
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prelate and priest found shelter (rom the Butler family,
wliose piety and generosity are commemorated in the well-
known “ Lament for Kileash.” It is believed, notwith-
standing the informers’ statements, that Dr. Piersc never
returned to the diocese after 1701, He was Vicar-Genceral
ol Sens in France, and Honorary Canon and Treasurer of
the Cathedral there, wlhere, by his will, his body was
mterred. He died about 1736. In the Waterford Avelimo-
fogical Journal for 1918 (1450 Father Power gives the
rollowing piece in the Irigh lanzuage in praise of Dr.
Picrse —

Mas comurtha ar easbog bheith geanmmaide comsiasach,
Mordha tHaitheamhail ceunnasach caoin righlach
Tolgacli greannmhar taithneamhach binn briathrach
Do-bheir Fodla barra don tsagart o Cloinn Phiarais,
Translation:—
[{ it is characteristic of o bishop to be modest and
conscientions,
Noble, princely (generous), comnmanding, gentle in ruling,
Learned, pleasant, estimable, well-spoken,
Fodla (Ireland) gives the prize to the priest of the family
of Piersc.

The above verse was copied o an Trish M8, by Father
Magnus O’Rourke, who probably knew Dr, Pierse when he
was attached to the court of King James at Paris
The MS. is in the Library of the Franciscan Convent,
VMerchants’ Quay, Dublin.  Until 1739 the Rev. William
O'Mara. afterwards Bishop of Kerry, and subsequently of
Killaloe, acted as Vicar-General of the Diocese of Waterford
and  Lismore. We should have mentioned, in  con-
noction with Dr. Pierse’s bishopric, that it was during
hi< time (in 1699) that a plot of ground near Bailey's
Tanc was granted by the Corporation as a site for the
crection of a church by the Catholics. In the record of
the grant of the picce of land, we are told that the Protestal}t
Bishop Foy made no objection, as the place in which it
was proposed to build the church for the Papists was not
on any thoroughfare and would not ofiend the eyes of the
Protestant populace.
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By Briet duted 29th May, 1739, Dr. Sylvester Lloyd, a
mewmber of the Order of St Franeis, who had been Bishop of
Killaloe since 1729, was translated 1o Waterford and
Lismore  Very little matier is available from1 which to
write a notice of any length of Dr. Lloyd. The Rev. Dr
Carrigan, now P.P. of Durrow, Queen’s County, the learned
author of the ™ History and Antiquities of the Diocese of
Oszory,” gave in No. 1 of the © Journal of the Waterford
and South Fuast of ITveland Avchwmological Sociefy ™ for 1897,
a copy of the Last Will and Testament of Dr. Lloyd which
Le found among the Wills of Waterford and Lismore in tne
Public Record Office. Dublin. He had only a few shillings
to bequeath. He bequeathed his soul to God and his body
to earth to be buried as privale as possible The will is
dated 9th August. 1743. Dr. Lloyd died a refugee in Paris
in 1747. On account of the annoyance and persecution to
which all Catholic bishops of his day werce subjected in
Ireland. Dr. Lloyd bad to spend miosi of the years of his
Episcopacy in France. In his will we read that he
begueathed his gold watceh to Mr. Richard Quane, Bankier,
of Paris  On page 369 of Faiher Burke’s ' Irish Priests in
Penal Tinmes.” we find the following, which throws some
interesting Light on the conditions under which Irish bishops
lived in Dr. Llovd's time. aud the doings of the Mayors
and Sheriffs of our city in these days. In 1744 the Mayor
and Sheriffs of Waterford wrote to the Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland:—

Sir,—In obedience to the order of the Lord Lieutenant
and Council transmitted to us by you., we have wmade
diligent cnguiry within our jurisdiction for the names
and places of abode of all persons being, or reputed to
be, Popish Archbishops, Bishops. Vicars-General, Deans,
Jesuits, Monks, Friars, or other regular Popish clergy
and of all Papists exercising ccclesiastical jurisdiction.
and we find that Sylvester Lloyd. reputed to be the Popish
Titular Bishop of Waterford, resided in the City of
Waterford for some time past, but upon search being made
for hini, pursuant to the proclamation, we tind he has
lately absconded and cannet be found. We find that
William O'Meara. reputed to be the Popish Dean of
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Waterford, resided in he clty for sewe time past, bt
upon search for him he has absconded as aioresaid. We
find that John St. Leger, Felix Cleary, William Sexton,
Peter MacNamara. Peter Costello, Lulke Kelly, Willinm
Shee, John Bray. and William Brown {o be reputed
Monks, Friers, and Jesuits, and  that they or zon
member of them, dwelq together for come time past m a
house 11 Stephen Street, called the Iriery, hut upoen gearch
made 1m aforesaid house and othor places, we finel they
absconded as aforesaid Which w himbly certify and
return this 4th day of April, 1744,

Cornelius Bolton, Mayvor. John Maorris

West, Sheriffs.

When Dr. Llovd was Bishop of Killaloe the Duke or
Graftou, i the Irish Parliament, introduced a new Bill
against unregistered priests and bishops. the neads of whieh
were unanimously adopled by the House. The Bill pro-
posed to provide for an unspeakably lierrible and revolting
form of punishment in place of the penalty enacted in 1720
which provided for having a largc P " hranded with @ red
hot iron on the unregistered priesi’s o bishep's ehrek,
The historan, Dr England. writcs:—

“The*Trish clergy, horritied at the anticipation of this
Bill passing into law, despatched the Right Rev. Dy, Lloyd
to wait on the Duke or Orleans, then recent of France, and
solicit his interference wiil the King or England on the
subject. The velations botweer England and Frauce a( the
tine were so cvitical that the Government were anly too
anxious to conciliate the Dule The Bill accordingly was,
- his remonstrance. doomed 1o the fate if deserved : it
never obtained the roval assent

and Thoaas

Dr. Lloyd translated into Fnalich the creat Cateeliism
of Montpellier., which was printed in Tondon in 1712, and
was re-tsstied 1n 1723, He alse wrofco smaller works, chictly
in English and Irish. [ am indebted 1o the never-tirine
rescarch of wy friend, Dr. Grattan Tloed, Famiszeorthy. for
most of {he matter T have u~cd i the above notico of
Dv. Tloyd

Thomas Stritch, a native of Clonmel. was appointed by
the Holy See as Coadjutor to Dr. Lloyd in 1745, but he
was never congecrated owing ta il health
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Dr Poter Creagh, Dean of Limerick, was appointed
Coadjutor to Dr. Lloyd in 1746, and was consecrated the
like his predecessors, found

same vear. Dr. Creagh,
strongholds of

Waterford city then one of the greatest
Protestant Ascendancy in Ircland and an unsafe place n
which to live and from which to administer the dioce=c.
and he took up his residence in Carrick-on-Suir in a small
house at Westgate. now ihie business premises of Mrs
Tenebry. Dr. Creagh was a most zealous bishop. He took
scarcely any part in secular affairs, but devoted himseli
unsparingly to provide pricsts for every part of the diocesc
and arvanging for the spiritual welfare of his long-persecuted
and down-trodden flock He died in Carrick-on-Suir in
1774, and was interred in the old churelivard at Carrickbeg.
which was clozed a few vears ago. His resting-place there
can be easily identified by a large table tomb bearing an
inscription in Latin. Dr. Creagh was Bishop of the diccese
when Father Nicholas Sheehy was hanged in Clonmel 1n
\Tarch 15th, 1766, and we can easily conceive how oreatly
distressed he must have been at seeing one of the bravest
and most pious and zealous pricsts of his diocese haneed
like a dog in public in Clonmel to satisfy the bigotry and
hatred of the Bagwells. the Baganells, the Hewitsons, the
AMands, and all the other mewbers of that awful ganz ot
Ovange bigots who pursued Fatber Sheehy with relentless
determination and bribed the notorious AMoil Dunlea andd
her depraved companions to swedr away the priest’s I
heeanse hie had dared o stand between his poor people and
their Oranze oppressors and despoilerz. Such was the awiul
eondition of our people in those days, and the terrible
power of the Bagwells and thor kind, that it Dr. Creagh ov
any other churchman had dared to stand up against the
murder of Father Sheehy. lie would probably lay himse 11
apen to have a Lozus chavge trumped up against him and «
jury crapanclled by the Ascendaney High Sheriff thai wonld
convict Bine and have hint baneed ov transported. Dr Wil-
liun Bean, 4 native of Waterford, who had been parish it -t
af 8t ATary’s. Clonmel, and Coadjutor to Dr Creagh since
1771, beeame Bishop in 1774 on Dr. Creagh’s death.  Durivs
Dr Kgan’s epizcopate, the Whiteboy moveitent was at its
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height, especially 1 the County Tipperary portion of the
diocese. Dr. Fgau disapproved very strongly of the out-
rages associated with the movement, and denounced thew
and their perpetrators in unmeasured terms, and perhaps
too harshly. We must remember that it was the type of
men who had Father Sheehy hanged, and who at every
Aszize Court brought ai least thirty innocent men {o {he
vallows, that provoked the Whiteboy reprisals. In those
daxs the Ascendancy landlords and agents could act as
“udee, jury, and hangman,” and following every Assize
the bodies of half-a-dozen men could be scen dangling from
plices—men most of them inwocent, on whom a “ set
wias made by understrappers of the Ascendancy folk, and
cven the guilty ones were driven to desperation by rack-
renting, heartless evictions. and every form of persecution
and oppression.

It was during Dr TFoan's time as Bishop that the
present Cathedral of Waterford was crected. simply as a
parish church, by the sole exertions of the Parish Priest.
Father Thomas Hearne., An effort was made in 1791 to
promote Dr. Egan io the Archepiscopal Sce of Cashel, but
he declined the appointment Dr, Fgan died in July, 1796,
and was buried in St. Mary's Church, Clonmel.



DR. HUSSEY, DR JOHN POWER,
AND DR. ROBERT WALSH.

ON’ the death of Dr. William Egan in 1796, the clergy of
Waterford and Lismore Diocese sent a deputation to

Dr. Bray, Archbishop of Cashel, praying that a priest

of the qiovese niight be appeinted bishop. Dr. Bray informed
the deputation that Dr William Tgan, the late Bishop had «a
very high opinion of Dr. Thomas Hussey, the first President
of Maynooth College, then only a few years in existence,
and that he (Dr. Egan) had spoken of Dr. Hussey az a
person well qualified in every way to succeed him in the
See of Waterford and Lismore. Dr. Hussey was appointed
Bishop of the diocese in 1797, Before his appointment us
President of Maynooth e had been Chaplain {o the Spanish
limbassy in Londou, and was well known to, aud highly
e~teemed by, Bdmund Burke and a number of the states-
wen of the day. His strong personality, outstanding culture
and fearlessness i advocating the rights of his Catholic
people made themselves evident soon after his appointient
as Bishop. In his Pastorals he dweli, in language that
more or less alurmed his episcopal colleagues, on the
numerous injustices and hardships to which Irish Catholics
were subjected.  During his time in London and in
Maynooth, and, later on, as Bishop of Waterford, he wus
in correspondence with  the great Edmund Burke on
Catholic questions, and his interesting and fearless letters
1o Burke, and the latter’'s replies, are given in the
correspondence of Edmund Burke. Dr. Hussey miay be
said to have been the first Catholic Bishop of Waierford
sinee the Reformation who dared to reside openly in the
ity and to publicly performt hix episcopal duties throughont
the diocese  The Catholic Relief Bill had just been pusscd,
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and the Penal Laws. that had so greatly oppressed and
porseenied hiz predeceszors, were then practically at an
cuidl He was able to assume some of the outward marks
and dignity befitting the office of bishop, and to live in a
fair-sized, comiortable house. He residea m a house an
Girace Diew Road, just dabove Morley Terrace, which Mr.
Roz<, of the firm of Messr~ Street, fishmongers, lived in
viren the writer la<t kuew the residents of that distriet
Fiaring Dr. Hus<ex's tinwe as Bishop, convents, ahs-houscs,
atd schools sprung up all over the divceze.  He introduced
e Hrst teaching Orvder of Nuns into Waterford (the
Prezentation Nunsy and  gave  the greatest help and
cheouragement o Bdmoud o Tenating Rice. the  Great
Founder of the Order of the Christian Brothers

Any case of oppression or porsecution of a Catholie on
account of luis creed broueht forth the fearless nature o1
Dy Hussey az the guardian of hiz flock. Ou hearing that
a Catholie soldier was~ courtmartialied in Clonmmel for
rotusing  toattended  Protestant serviee,  Dr. Flusser
procecded immediately 1o the barracks and demanded the
=uldier’s release Such an action at a time when ihe
mihitary despots were all pawertul, in the wake of the
cruclly suppressed Tn=urrcetion of 1795, was attended with

the greatest danzer. even to the Bishop  The officer in
command of the harracks st Cleamel insolently refused the
Bishop's demand sor the release of the <oldici. and added
that he would hersewhip hin through the town were il not
for hiiz clerical eoat The Bishop replied . You wear the
ceat of o brave man. but it covers the heart of a coward .
only o coward could niier =uch a threat ©°  You shall not
vemaiu here, siv, furiously retorrad the officer * Nor the
=obfdior either,” guictly added the Bishop = for I shall this
day obtain his velease and repert vour eonduct.”  Dr.
ITussey veported the whole case to the Duke of Portland.
s oc the soldier was liberated  (Thix incident. ¢chavacterisiic
i Dro Hussev's fearlessnes=. i< related in Renehan s

Callections on Irish  Chareh History.™y [n July, 1203,
Dr Tussey was staying at Dunmore, where he used o
bathe every worning ot 6 o’clock  Ou the momine of Jaly
ITth, 1803, as he was dressing alter bathing, no was =cizod
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with an apoplectic {it and died at 9 o’clock without regaining
consciousuness. IHe was buried in Waterford Cathedral,
where there is a tablet to his memory. Further particulars
of Dr. Hussey's career as President of Maynooth in the
first year of that great ecclesiastical college will be found
in the Most Rev. Dr. Healy's History of Maynooth College.

Dr. John Power, P.P., St John’s, Waterford, succeeded
Dr. Hussey. Tt was Dr. John Power who established St.
John’s College on the Cork Road (College Road) where the
college carried on its work until the present college on
John’s Hill was completed about 1866. Dr. Power lived
in the housc in Manor Street now used as a police barrack.
He died January 17th, 1816, and was buried necar the
sacristy entrance to the Cathedral. It was during Dr. John
Power's time that the parish of St. Michael®* in Waterford
wa< abolished on the deatlh of its parish priest, Father
Thomas Flyun, in September, 1815, In “ Au Antiguary’s
Note Book "—a geris of most interesting sketches contributed
m 1909-10 {o the  Waterford Archaeological Journal” by
the Rev. Po Power, M.R.1L.A., we find the full text of the
letters written by Dv. John Power to the P.P. of St. Patriek’s
(Father Pat Kearney), and the Adm. of Trinity Within
(Cathiedral Parizh), Rev. Father Quirke.

The letter which iz given below, we feel sure, will be
read with interesi by the priests and people of thesc two
parishes to-day

Waterford. 8th September, 1&15.

Rev  Dear Siv.—Considering that the present St
Michael's with ils annexa, now vacant by the death of the
Rev. Thomas Flynn, is too unproductive for the decent
<upport of one clergyman, I have resolved to suppress it
and to divide it between the parishes of Trinity Within
and St Patrick’s. so that the latter may be sufficient for
the support of a pastor and one assistant or coadjutor.
Wishing also to llave the bounds and limits of the parish

*Alichael St.. stephien St.. Peter St., and Olave St., Wntcr{cr(].A(:-.\nun:{momt'('
the umes of City Catholic Parishes that no longer exist. The rains ol St Michael's
Church are behind some of the shops on the East side of Michael's St St. Stephen’s,
St. Peter, wnd St Olave's. existed ns separate parishes up to the middle of the
17th centursy.



clearly distinguished and ascertained . By due authority
and with the apprebation of such as may be concerned
1he following arrangement is made and concluded :—The
parish of St. Olave's and all houses and places heretofore
helonging or annexed io St. Patrick’s in High Street.
Peter Street, Lady Laue, or The Quay, with the exception
of Peter Street as hercafter wmentioned, are taken and
separated frow St. Patrick’s and added to Frimity Parish,
together with any house or place belonging to =t Patrick’s
between ‘Lrinity Chapel and The Quay on the same or
gast side of Barroustrand Street.

“ Ag a compensation for all this. and 1or the purposes
above mientioned, I hereby add to St Patrick’s Parvish the
soutlt =ide of Greatr Patriek Street, the whole of Stephen
<treet. and the nortlh side of New Street and the woest
side of. viz.. trom the corner of New Street to the corner
of Great Patvick Street. I further add {o St Patrick’s
the west side of the Square. cte., so as to have the whnle
of the Island buunded by Broad Street, by Perer Street. by
the Square and the lane opposite the old blue school
loading to the Square belonging to St Patrick’s Parish.

C1tis at the same iime to be naderstood that the
clergymen attached to St Patrick’s Chapel are to consider
hentselves as uzual bound to atteud ou =olemn occasions
at vespers. ete.. in the Chapel of Trinity or ("athedral ot
the Diocese. and alzo to preach there in rotation or when
coguired by the Bishop to_do =so.

O JOIIN  POWER
* Bishop of Waterford and Lismore.”

Dr. Roboert Walsh., P.P., Dungarvan. succeeded Dr
John Power in July, 1817. He died in Rome in 1821, and
was succeeded by Dr. Patrick Kelly, who had been Bishop
of Riclunond, U.S.A., and was translated to Waterford m
February, 1822,



DR, PATRICK KELLY (1822-1829.)

R. Robert Walsh, as stated previously, died in Rome on

1st October, 1821. He had to go to Rome on some matters

regarding his administration that gave rise to unrest
and dissatisfaction in the diocese. Although he was a man of
the most absolute integrity, piety. and excellence of
character, he lacked the firmness and judgment so essential
in a bishop in dealing with the various matters, lay and
clerical, that confront him in his administration of his
diocese. When a bishop dies at Rome the Holy See can,
without any reference to the clergy of the vacant diocese,
appoint his successor. As a rule, however, before the
Propaganda and the Popc appoint a bishop in such a case,
an intimation is sent to the clergy of the diocese, through
the Vicar-General, of the person intended to be appointed
bishop. A letter dated Rome, October 2nd, 1821, was sent
to Rev. Dr. Garrctt Connolly, Vicar-General of the Diocese
of Waterford and Lismore, stating that if the clergy met
and postulated for the Most Rev. Dr. Patrick Kelly, Bishop
of the Diocese of Richmond, Virginia, U.S.A., then but a
short time formed, where Dr. Kelly had been for about two
years, he would be created Bishop of Waterford. The
priests of Waterford gladly postulated for Dr. Kelly who
was known to most of them during his time in the adjoining
Diocese of Ossory prior to his appointment as Bishop of
Richmond in August, 1820. Dr. Kelly was accordingly
translated from Richmond to Waterford and Lismore by
Brief dated February 9th, 1822, and, on his arrival in the
city of Waterford, in July of the same year, he was accorded
a great reception. Before proceeding to deal with Dr.
Kelly’s arrival in Waterforq and the great event in the
history of our county within which he took such a manly
and memorable part, viz., “ The Stuart Election,”’ we shall
give a few biographical details of the last of the bishops
of our diocese who lived under the shadow of the Penal
Laws.



Dr Patrick Kelly was born in Maudlin Styeet, Kilkenuy.
April 16th, 1779 After having spent some time at a
classical school at Lisdowney, and at the old academy.
Kilkenny, he entered St, Patrick’s College, Lisbou, in 1797
and was ordained thiere in 1802, He filled the Clair of
Professor o1 Philosophy at Lisbon College for two years aftel
hiix ordination. when, owing to ill-health, he returned to his
native diocese. He served as € C. in the diocese until 1811,
when he was appointed Professor of Philosophy, and later on
Professor of Theology at Birchfield College, Kilkenny, which
was then the ceelesiustical college of Ossory Diocese. He
beeame President of the college in 1816, and in 1820 he was
abpointed Bishop of the newly-formed Diocese of Richniond.
USAL

Dr. Kelly’s encrgy and great administrative abilities
were soon evident in every phase of the work of the diocese.
The Catholics of Treland, although not then finally
emancipated from the oppressive and degrading Penal Laws
that had scourged and persecuted them for more than 200
vears. had got, during the preceding twenty years, through
the efforts of Edmund Burke, Grattan, Flood, and others,
measures of relief that enabled them and their bishops ana
clergy to come out into the open without fear of persecution
and to improve their churches, educational mstitutions, ang
social and commercial standing.  They were engaged,
headed by Daniel O’Connell, in the great struggle for
complete religious and civil freedom that had such a
clorious  culmination in 1829 with the passing of the
Fmancipation Act. The Catholic Association was formed
b Daniel O'Connell and Richard Lalov Shiel in 1823%, {he
vear after Dr. Kelly arvived in Waterford. The County
Waterford clection of 1826 gave the Catholic Association =2
chanee of trying its strength and testing the Catholic volers

2 Thomas Weae, a member of the family of the Wyses of the Manor of St.
I, Wanerford, wrote a ' History of the Catholic Association,” which was publisher!
v twa vals L by Heonry Colburn, London. in 1829, a few months afte1 the Catholic <man-
cpation Bl was passed. In vol. [(pp. 262-290) Mr. Wyse gives a full ancd very
interesting account of the ' Stuart Election” of 1826, and invol. 11 (appendix) the
t=wis of the Lleetion Addresses of Mr. Villiers Stuart and Lord George Berestord.
Worerford  \ reprint of all the matrer in Mr. Wyses' book on this historic electivg
souldbe oo welcome addition o the literatare of our ity s county.
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willingness to make the sacrifices required to break the
power of the bigoted Beresfords who. since the coming of
the first of them (Sir Marcus) 1o Curraghniore in 1717, had,
through their wealth and power over the unfortunate
peasantry, ruled the county, and had regarded its parlia-
mentary scats as a family heirloom. A (atholic could not
then hold a seat in Parliament, so 1t was resolved by the
Catholic  Association to put up against TLord George
Bevestord, and all others like him who were bitterly opposed
to Catholic Fmancipation, a Protestant of Liberal views
who wounld support the Catholic claims. The very thought
of defeating a Beresford in Co. Waterford and carrying the
seat in favour of Catholic Enancipation was looked upon
even by the most of the Catholics as something most
fervently desired. but nfterly impossible of accomplishment.
The Catholic Association sclecied Villiers Stuart of Dromana,
Cappoquin, as their caudidate against Lord George
Beresford. The Stuartz of Dromana then, as always,
cultured, liberal-minded and charitable gentlemen, were
warm advocates of the (‘atholic causc. O’Connell came to
Waterford and had himself nominated for the vacancy.
This was o nere rsc. as Le knew well that as a Catholic
1o could not be allowed to enter Parliament even in the
very mnlikely event of his election. However, hiis nomina-
tion gave him what he wanted—a chance to address the
immensc crowd that had gathered for the nomination Dr.
Kelly and a large number of priests of the city aund county
were present. O'Connell spoke in his best stvle for two
hours to the vast throng. and when bie had finished speaking
he haq killed. by his wonderiul cloquence, all chance of
the success oi Lord ticorge Beresford. The peasantry and
all the other Catholics who heard him resolved that, no
natter what it would mean for them, they would vote for
Villiers Stuart.  Well they knew what would follow. DMMost
of them were tenauts at the will of the Marqguis  of
Waterford, and thosc were days of open voting. Jvery
man who voted against Lord George knew well that the
mark opposite the name of Villiers Stuart meant for him
and his family the roadside and their home in ruins next
dav.




Dr. Kelly after the nominations resolved to throw
himself with all his might into the fight against the
Beresfords ang their bigoted followers, who in those days
regarded ax mere dirt every Catholic around them from
the bishop down to the huwmblest tenant, ou the fruits oi
whose sweat and blood they maintained and kept their
Irish and Loudon mansions, then hounds and horses, and
their well-supplied tables at which they drank perdition
1o the Papist= and long life to their own Ascendancy. Dr.
Kelly travelled from cud to end of the county exhorting
the people to vote for the candidate of the Catholic
Association. ang helping, by his eloquent appeals, to give
strength and courage to the people who would have to
~acritice all they had tor voting against Beresford and
Protestant Ascendancy. 1t s related that he wavelled fitty
miles out of his road one dayv to procure the title deeds of
rwo freeholders who were to vole for the Catholie cause.
Dr. Kelly was ably assisted by the priests of the diocese,
and, needless to say, O'Connell’s great cowrage, mspiring
cloguence, and ingenious organizing powers were a big
tactor in the fight which resulted in a smashing defeat for
Lord George Beresford and the election of Villiers Stuart
The Stuart election was followed by the lamous Clarc
olection in 1826, when O'Connell was refurned, and in 1829,
the vear of Dr. Kelly’s death, the last link of the chain
that had for centuries bound in slavery, poverty, miscry
and degradation the Catholies of lreland was destroyed
The figure~ ar the poll were—>Mr, Power, 14240 My, Villiers-
Stuart, 13075 Lord George Berestord, 528, Mr. Power and
My, Villiers-Stuary were elected.  Writing ot Dr. Kelly in his
valuable work, " Collections on Irish Churen History,” Rev.
Dr. Renchan says < In the struggle for Catholic Bmancipa-
tion Dr. Kelly used his immense influence in opposing the
faction thar held the representation of the county, and
perhaps promoted more than any other Catholic bishop the
cause or the Tiberal Party. No prelate ever applied himself
with more cuergy to the spirvitual interest of his flock, and
no one was regarded with more reverence by the clergy over
wham he presided.”




Dr. Kelly lived to see the passing of Catholic
Emancipation in 1829.% H died on the 8th October in that
year, and is buried in Waterford Cathedral. Withh him
ended the two centuries of Catliolic Bishops of Waterford
and Lismore beginning with Dr. Comerford in 1629-1652,
and ending with Dr. Kelly 1822-1829—two centuries during
which the Cathiolics of Ireland were relentlessly persecuted
and proscribed, but from which they emerged trinmphant
and free

The following is a list of the Catholic Bishops of the
diocese after Dr. Kelly - —

Dr. William Abraham—I830-1337.

Dr. Nicholas IForan—I837-1855.

Dr. Dominick O’Brien—I1355-1:73.

Dr. John Power—1873-1287.

Dr. Pierse Power—1887-1889.

Dr John Tgan—1889-1891.

Dr. Richard A. Shieehian—1892-1915.

Dr. Bernavd Hackett appointed February, 1916, con-
secrated March 19th, 1916.

|

9 The third reading of the Catholic Emancipation Bill was passed in the House
of Commons on March J0th, 1829, by 320 votes to 142, The third reading in the
House of Lords was passed on April 10th, 1829, by 213 to 109, and it received the
Royal Assent (v Commiissien) April 13th, 1829,

37



Diocese of Waterford & Lismore.

LIST OF BISHOPS BEFORE
DR. PATRICK COMERFORD (1629-1652.)

The present united Dioceses of Wateriord and Lismorc
consutnted (wo separate and entirely independent diocesc=
i to the vear 1362, when they were united under one bishop
0 the death of Roger Craddosk  the last Bizhop o of
Wetertord  only, The See of Lismore was  cxtablished
abod 630 by 81, Carthage, and that of Waterford i 1095
by the Danes. The Diocese of Lismore comprised prac-
tically all 1he present united dioceses, with the cxeeption
o the Chy o Waterford and roughly the digtricis (o
D e 19ast, Passage Trawmore. and Kibueaden Thus it
will e =cen that  Wateriord  Diocese waz very amall
and  extended only o osix or oseven andles outslde 1he
ity The Danes of Waterford Diocese had no Jove Tor
heir Celtic neighbours o the Dioceses of Li-more il
Os=ory Like the Danes of Dublin. they =ent their first
Bizliop. Malchus, 1o Canterbury tor consecration instead
of having him consceraied by the Archbishop of Cashel
[t was doring the FEpiscopacy of Malchus (1096-1110) thit
‘e Cathedral of Holy Trinity was cvected by the Christian
Danes ol Waiertord,  The Cathedral, of conrse, pussced into
e hands of the Profestants at the time of the Reforniation.
O e aveession of Queen Mary, aug aguin following the
eces< of the Contederate rising, the Cathedral passed
Lack for a brief period to the Catholics  The present
Catiholic Cathedral in Barvronstrand Street, Waterford, was
Built 1 1793 at o cost of £20.000 rasieq by the people of the
diocese, poor as o owell as ricl. In 1700 the Catholics ol
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Waterford were given permiszion to erect a small chapel
at Bailey's Lunc, which oceupied part of the site of the
present Cathedral Church  The foundation stone of St

John’s College, John's Hill, was Jaid on 27th October, 1863,
St. Otteran’s Day by the AMost Rev. Dr. Dominick O’Brien.
Bishop of the diocese. and the college was opened in 1871.
The college cost £23,000. The late Right Rev. Monsignor
Flynn, P.P., Ballybricken, raised £4,000 towards the cost
of erecting the college during a very successiul tour in
America.  The balance was subscribed by the bishops.
priests, and people of the diccese. Its first president was
the late Very Rev. Canon Delany, D.D., who died in
Carrick-on-Suir in May, 1916. The old college stood on
College Road where the Good Shepherd Orphanage now
stands  All the Catholic churches in the diocese except
St Patrick’s and the Cathedral, Waterford, are 19th century
structures.  They replaced the old thatched chapels of the
previous century.  For furtlier information on the parochial
history of our diocese during the 18th and 19th century, the
reader is referred to that very interesting and informing
work, * Parochial History of Waterford and Lismore ™
published by Messps N Harvey and Co., Waterford. at H-



BISHOPS OF LISMORE DIOCESE
From 630 to 1362.

(From Sir James Ware's Irish Bishops.)

St. Carthage, or Mochuda. 630.

Hicrologus died January, 693,

Colmarn, son of Finbar, died Janunary. 702.

St. Cronan died February. 717

Colman O Liathan died 725

Mocogius died 746.

Ronan died 763.

O Mailsluaig died 1025.

Moriertach O Selhace died 1034

MacAirthir died 1084.

Mael Duin O Rebecain died 1091,

Mae Mice Aceducan died 1123,

(iiolla Mocuda O Rebacain died 1129

Malchus, 1140-1150.

Christian O Conarchy, a Cistercian. HLon-1157

Foelix. 1179. Foelix was present at il Lateran
(ouncil, 1179

O’Heda, 1206.

Robert De Bedford, 1218-1222.

Girifin Christopher, 1223-1246.

Alan O Sullivan, 1248-1252.

Thomas, 1253-1270.

John De Rupe or Roch, 1270-1279

Richard Cox, 1279-1308.

William le Fleming, 1308-1321

John Leynagh, 1323-1354.

Thomas le Reve, 1358-1362.

Thomas Le Reve, Bishop of Lismore became Bishop of
e United Diocese of Waterford and Tismore on the death
in 1363 of Roger Cradock who was the last Bishop of the
woparate Diocese of Waterford.
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BISHOPS OF WATERFORD DIOCESE
from its foundation by the Danes 1096 to the
amalgamation of the Dioceses of Waterford and

Lismore in 1362 :—

Malchus, a monk or Winchester, consecrated Bishop
of Waterford at Canterbury at the request of the Danes
ol the city. 1096.

Maceliffao Famine died 1135

Tostiusg, a Danc, 1152,

Avgustin, an Foelishman, 1175,

Robert, 1200,

David, 1204,

Robert, 1210,

WilhHam Wace, 1223,

Walter. o Benedictine monk, Prior of St John the
Evangelist. Watertord, 1227

Stephen, 1238-1246.

Henry, 1249-12805.

Walter, 1255-1272.

Stephen de Tulburn, 1273-1286

Matthew, 1307-1322,

Nicholas Welifed, 1323-1337.

Richard Francis, 133%-1348.

Robert Tlvot, 1349.

Roger Cradock, 1350-1362.
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BISHOPS OF UNITED DIOCESES OF
WATERFORD AND LISMORE

(1363-1578.)

Thomas Le Reve, 1363-1393.

Robert Reade, a Dominican, [3s4-1:396.
lated to Carlisle in 1396.

Thomas Sparkford, a priest of the Diocese of Rath and
Wells, 1396-1397.

John Depping, 1397-1399.

Thomas Snell, 1399-1405

Roger,  1406-1409.

John Geese, a Carmielite, 1409-1495.

Richard,1426-1446.

Robert Poer, 1446-1471.

Richard Martin, 1472-1474.

John Boleomp, 1475-1479.

Nicholas O Henisa (O Hennessy). 1480-1485

Thomas Pursell, 1486-1517

Nicholas Comin (Comyn), translated from Ferns to
Waterford, 1519. resigned 13551, “ very aged and infirm.”
save Ware.

Patrick Walsh, 1551-1578

The see was vacant from the death of Patrick Walsh
i 1578 10 the appointiment of Patrick Comerford in 1629.
The Catholic Bishops from 1629 {o the present vear (1917)
are oiven in the foregoing sketehes.

He was trans-



THE PROTESTANT BISHOPS OF
WATERFORD AND LISMORE

(From Elizabeth to William IIL)

The first Protestant Bishop of Waterford and Lismore
was Marmaduke Middleton who was appointed by Queen
llizabeth in 1579, and was trauslated to St. David’s i
Wales in 1582, His successor was the notorious apostate,
Miler McGrath, then Protestant Archibishop of Cashel. He
was given the Diocese of Watertord and Lismore in commen-
dam (the revenues being. of course, the great attraction for
\liler)  He wag deprived of thiz Diocese in 1589 by Elizabeth
for neglect and mismanagement, and Thomas Wetherhead,
Guardian ot the new College of Q. Mary’s, Youghal, was
appointed Bshop  He was consecrated by Miler McGrath
in 1529, He died in 1592, when Miler, who was probably
“ hard-up 7 for cash, was again given the See of Waterford
in commendam. He resigned in 1607, when John Lancaster,
Chaplain to King James 1., was appointed Bishop. Johu
Lancaster died in Waterford in 1619, and was succeeded by
\lichael Bovle. Dean of Lismore, who, Ware says, " was a
man of great ingennity.” He died in 1636. and was suc-
ceeded by John Atherton who. Ware tells us, © was degraded
and executed on Ah December, 1640, for a erime which he
alwavs denied to have committed.” He was succeeded by
Archibald Adair. Bishop of Kiltala. who. Ware says, by
favaur of Charles T, obtained ihe Sce of Waterford and
Lismore on 13th July, 1641, notwithstanding his sentence
of deprivation.” He died in Bristol i 1647 The next
Protestant Bishop of Waterford in ™ Ware’s Bishops W is
Georee Baker, who was horn in Dublin.  He was appointed
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e January, 1660, and died in Waterford. November, 166).
Hugh Gore. D.D., Dean of Lismore, was appointed Pro-
festant Bishop of Waterford in February, 1665, and diea
in 1675, The next Protestant Bishop of Waterford given iu
“Ware's Bishons 7 is Nathanial Foy, appointed in July. 1691
He was a Senior Fellow of Trinity College before his
apponttment to the Bishopric of Wateriord

A sbort time after his arival in Waterford. Marmadulke.
the st Protestant Bishop of the Diocese. sent the followiny
letter to Sir Francis Walsingliam, Prineipal Seeretary to
Queen Lhzabeth - —

“ Waterford, Juue 29th. 1530
“Nuch s the miserable state of this wretched city
that all things ure done contrary to the sacred and blessed
will of the TLord and also Her Majesty’s most godly
proceedings  in causes spiritual. The Gozpel of God
utterly abhorred-—the chureh in time of divine service
ol all kinds ecseliewed (nise @ paucis of id forae tantimy—
the sacranients contemned and refused—massing in every
corner—no burial of the dead according to the Book of
Common Praver, but buried in their houses with dirges
and after cast into the ground Jiki dogs Rome runners
aud friars maintained  among them—puhlic weaving of
beads and  prayving upon the sane Worshipping o-
nuages and setting them upenly 1 their streot doors with
oruaments and deckines  Ringing of hells and praving
for the dead and dressing their graves divers times in
the vear with flower-pots and wax candbl = No marviagce
aurceing with God's law and Her Majesty's proceedings
The windows and walls of the churches full of image~
They will not deface them and T dace not. for fear of
twmult. None of the wonien do cont either to serviee
orosermons:  And to couclude virtue iz rejected and all
vice cmbraced  This, Right Honovrable, is the Tamont-
able condition of this proud lanehoye Ciry of Water-
ford. God convert their hoarts.”
(State Papers caneerning the lrish Chigeh i the time of
Queen EBlizabeth, by Maziere Brady, pp o at-40)
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On April 16:h. 1577, Sir Williun Drury, Lord President of
NMunster, wrote o Walsingham from Waterford :—

CThe proud and undutiiul inhabitants of this town
are cantkerch i Popery iedodiful to her Majesty, slan-
doring the Gospel publivly as vell this side of the seas
as bevond o England, that they lear not God uor nian.
and Tt their altars, parinted uages and candlesticks, 10
Jdevision of the Gospob overs day in their Synag

depotable that (hey may becadled the wnruly neaters
rathier tnan =nbjects Masses infinite they have in their
covoral clurr hes cvery morning. withont any fear I have
spicd thoe, for 1 chanced o arrive 1nat Sunday at D o'clock
i the merning and san them e ot out of these =everal
cirelios by heaps This is chaeinl noa reformod city,

Bt T jude then rather cnenies than subjocts.

The limit of the size of this pamphlet makes it
L opossible 1 give furthor oxtracts o vrate Papers and

ather source-~ threwing very interesting light on the eccle-
dnctical aned sceular history of our city and diovese during

Ve 16th T and Isth contiics,  Many suen docu-
Lot wall be fonndin Trish Pricsts in the Penal
Thnes, by Rev. Wo P Bonrke, C.C., Cahir, and - The

[Ti<tory of Clommel.”” by the sanie learned writer:

=picileotim Osgsoriense.” 7 Porseeutions of the Trish Cathn-
I cnder Cromwell 7 and ™ Catholics of Treland under
(hee Ponal Laws of the Inth century.” by Cardinal Moran.
‘Cotle tiason Tiish Chureh 11 story.” by Rev. Dr. Renclian
cdited by Rev o Do Mt cthy s nmumerous mteresting
contribution- to the Journel of the Waterford and South-
foast o beetond Archwaloziceal Sociery 7 from the Rev P
Pow o MR AL the Rev AW P Burke. C.C.; Revo W
oot Floc Land others rhe pages of the = Jrish Feclesias-
tical Reeord o the Parochin! History of Wateriord --to

Lt ey few sourers e v available fo the generad
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IRISH BOOKS

—FOR —

Irish Readers

PUBLISHED AT

Ghe * Jlews ” Offree.

During the past few monthswe have
printed and published at the **WATER-
FORD NEWS ' PRINTING WORKS
the following Books :—

THE GAEL’S GUIDE TO PORTLAIRGE,
by Sean C’'Cadla. Illustrated. Price 1s.

edCTRA N mDROF: A Comedy
in Five Acts. By Sean 6 Cavla.
Price Sixpence.

(These two Books ave prinled in the

Irish Language).

WATERFORD: An Illustrated Guide to
the City by the Suir, with a Section
devoted to DUNGARVAN, Ancient
and Modern. Price Sixpence.

A GUIDE TO TRAMORE. Price Three-
Pence.

OLD WATERFORD NEWSPAPERS. By
Seamus O’Ceasaide. Price Sixpence.

LETTERS FROM DOCTOR O'HICKEY.
By Edmund Downey, with a Portrai
of Dr. O'Hickey. Price Sixpence.

WILLIAM BONAPARTE WYSE (Un
IFelibre Irlandais ), with a chapter
on the Wyses of Waterford. By J. A.
Connolly® Price 6d.

We have in the Press :—

A PLEA FOR NATIVE STUDIES . Lec-
turies delivered by the late Doctor
O’Hickie. Edited by the Rev. Paul
Walsh. Price One Shilling.
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DON'T FAIL TO SECURE

Jhe Catholie Bulletin
IRELAND’S PREMIER MONTHLY.
Price 3d. By Post, 4d.

M. H. GILL & SON, LTD.,
DUBLIN AND W’ATERFQR‘D

THE IRISH ROSARY, 4D
THE IMELDIST, ZD
Do you Read them éach. Month 2
M-\I.f not order from your Newsagent or from
St. Saviour's Priory,
Dommick Strcet DUBLIN.

THE IRISH MONTHLY

The Periodical for every Irish Catholic Home,

Some of the Contributors :

I8: lll erine Tynan, \hc Inrl mg, Professor Alfred Rahilly, M.A.

University College, Cork ;' Professor MacAlister, .\J.;\.. University
Colloge, Publin : \lilnn B Clery, K.U.. Mrs. Goncannon, MoAL,

Rev. L. McKenme, 2.0, Roev. Father Guinan. | .| .. Professor .. }l.
O'Sullivan, D.PhL.

Published Monthly at Rathfarnham Castle, Dublin,
PRICE 6d, PER MONTH,

Post Feee for 12 Months for 7/-
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